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Turning Sunlight into Animal Products
Peter Ballerstedt

Forage-based animal production is the form of truly sustainable agriculture.
Reasons to Graze

1. Increase your profitability

2. Start with minimal investments

3. Enjoy a flexible lifestyle and more personal time
4. Practice consumer-friendly methods

5. Earn more with price premiums

What do you have? Learn what you already have. See what you’ve got that you didn’t know you had.

Fixed resources on the farm, such as acreage, soil type, slope, rockiness;

Semi-fixed resources, such as water supply, existing fences, existing grass base;

Changeable resources, including forage type, temporary fences, cattle numbers;

Other factors, including seasonal usage patterns, economics and land use for other enterprises.

Lots of things are fine in theory, but everyone lives in real-ville.

Lots to learn.

Plant fence posts (and livestock watering systems) before anything else.
Nothing replaces observation and learning “Golden Orb”

Keys to Successful Stand Establishment - Life of your stand determined by establishment and
grazing/cutting management.

Fall planting GOOD time to plant. Late summer (last 2 weeks of August, first 2 weeks of
September) for cool season.

The best seedbed you have is one you never touch.
Work as shallow as you can. Best to follow a crop.
Fine, firm seedbed absolute must.

Plant grass in rows! Legumes broadcast and rolled (spinner seeder and rolled or use Brillion) or
after grass established. No nurse crop unless erosion a significant risk. Not more than 5 |b of
annual ryegrass per acre. Always plant chicory in pasture, 1 b / a (with the legume). Feed the
grass.

Don’t let new stands grow too tall (graze as soon as possible without pugging or pulling), rest 1-2
weeks and lightly re-graze. Don’t cut too short
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Books
Grass Productivity, by Andre Voisin
Hands-On Agronomy, by Neal Kinsey and Charles Walters

Extension Publications

Pasture and Grazing Management in the Northwest,
http://www.cals.uidaho.edu/edComm/detail.asp?IDnum=1587

Missouri Grazing Manual, University of Missouri publication, M157,
http://extension.missouri.edu/p/M157

Dairy Grazing Manual, University of Missouri publication M168,
http://extension.missouri.edu/publications/DisplayPub.aspx?P=M168

Planning Fencing Systems for Intensive Grazing Management, by L.W. Turner, Extension
Agricultural Engineer, C.W. Absher, Extension Beef Specialist and J.K. Evans, Extension Forage
Specialist, University of KY Extension Service, ID-74
http://www.uky.edu/Ag/AnimalSciences/pubs/id74.pdf
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http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/HomePage.htm Soil type information and production
potential for your property

http://www.gallagherusa.com/ Information on electric fencing

www.barusa.com Barenbrug USA

http://dairy.missouri.edu/grazing/resources/ Lots of links to information
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